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American women are what this coun-
try must defend. I am here to say, 
‘‘Enough,’’ and to defend it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the scheduled 
vote occur immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 6, Maria 
Araujo Kahn, of Connecticut, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Brian Schatz, 
Tina Smith, Elizabeth Warren, Tim 
Kaine, Ron Wyden, Patty Murray, 
Richard Blumenthal, Chris Van Hollen, 
Martin Heinrich, Jack Reed, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Alex Padilla, Chris-
topher Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Benjamin L. Cardin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Maria Araujo Kahn, of Connecticut, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Second Circuit, shall be brought to 
a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY), the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. FETTERMAN), and the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) and the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE) would 
have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 24 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 

Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 

Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 

Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 

Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Brown 
Casey 

Fetterman 
Moran 

Sanders 
Vance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCHATZ). On this vote, the yeas are 50, 
the nays are 44. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Maria Araujo 
Kahn, of Connecticut, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Second 
Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska. 

SOUTHERN BORDER 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, in 

April, Border Patrol agents encoun-
tered an unaccompanied 2-year-old boy 
at the southern border of Texas. Let 
me read you part of what the Customs 
and Border Protection released: 

The boy, a Honduran national, who had 
lost his shoe in the mud while crossing, was 
traveling within a group of 38 individuals. 
Agents questioned the group to obtain any 
information on the boy—however, no one 
claimed to know the child. 

In 2022, CBP arrested at least six 
dozen convicted violent sex offenders— 
many of them child sex abusers—ac-
cording to media releases. Vulnerable, 
unaccompanied children, as well as 
young women traveling alone, draw 
criminals like these to our country. 
They want to take advantage of the 
chaos overwhelming our border. 

Our border has become a hotbed of 
criminal activity, especially of traf-
ficking helpless women and children. 

Last month, I came before you to ad-
dress the deadly effects of drug traf-
ficking across our border on American 
citizens. But the out-of-control situa-
tion at our border puts migrants in 
danger too. The effect of these numbers 
on children is just heartbreaking. 

And 2022 beat the record for the num-
ber of unaccompanied migrant children 
encountered by Border Patrol, an over-
whelming 152,057. The State Depart-
ment reported this year that child sex 
tourism is expanding in the border cit-
ies of Mexico. 

The Biden administration claims 
that its laissez-faire border policies 

stem from valuing immigrants, but the 
choices it has made have worsened con-
ditions for those trying to migrate to 
the United States. 

On his first day in office, President 
Biden ended the national emergency 
declaration at the border, halted con-
struction on the border wall, and 
scaled back ICE enforcement. The very 
next month, the President canceled the 
Trump administration’s asylum proce-
dures, a move that aggravated the rush 
at the border. President Biden rein-
stated wide-scale catch-and-release 
practices, requiring border officials to 
release unprocessed migrants into our 
country while they await court hear-
ings. 

Since President Biden’s inaugura-
tion, 4.5 million people have arrived at 
our border. Last week, the President of 
the National Border Patrol Council 
told me he estimates that 7 million 
more migrants will arrive by the time 
Biden’s term ends. 

Folks, that would mean a total of 11 
million migrant encounters during the 
Biden administration. That number is 
larger than the population of 43 of the 
States in our Union. 

Despite the damage that the Presi-
dent has done at the border, he dedi-
cated a total of 1 minute out of last 
week’s 75-minute State of the Union 
Address to discussing immigration—1 
minute. President Biden didn’t even 
present any substantive solutions to 
our border problems. 

This administration is unable to 
manage the surges of immigrants it 
has welcomed to our border, so the 
President has cut corners left and 
right. Biden officials have weakened 
vital safety measures, including 
waiving certain background check re-
quirements for the adult sponsors of 
unaccompanied migrant children. Peo-
ple entrusted with the care of unac-
companied children no longer have to 
undergo public record and sex offender 
registry checks, all in the interest of 
moving migrants into our country and 
out of Federal custody more quickly. 
The Department of Health and Human 
Services also has no way to track these 
children or ensure their well-being 
after they are placed with sponsors. 
The President’s indifference to border 
safety and security means that abusers 
and traffickers have easy access to 
helpless kids. 

From the very beginning, President 
Biden’s campaign promises to loosen 
border security rallied waves of mi-
grants to make that treacherous trip 
north. Biden promised hope, but let’s 
be clear—the reality is that this jour-
ney is one of suffering, whether it is 
forced labor, sex trafficking, or death. 
It has encouraged more criminals to 
take advantage of that frenzy. 

The Biden administration has yet to 
resecure the border, and it has yet to 
form a serious plan to remedy the prob-
lems it has created. It has taken 2 full 
years for the administration to produce 
what I think is a silly smartphone app, 
funded by your taxpayer dollars, to 
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help migrants schedule their crossing 
times—schedule their crossing times. 
That is barely a bandaid for the mas-
sive gash that is our southern border. 

But while the President ignores this 
humanitarian crisis, my colleagues and 
I want to fix it. We can address the dis-
aster at the border by providing our 
dedicated Border Patrol agents with 
more resources and more time to proc-
ess migrants, equipping them to do 
their jobs thoroughly. We need to put 
up barriers against sex trafficking and 
drug trafficking by ending catch-and- 
release and imposing penalties on those 
who skip out on their immigration 
hearings. 

President Biden called on us as a na-
tion last week to embrace civility over 
chaos. He should take his own advice 
and help us to stabilize the chaos at 
the border. The administration must fi-
nally open its eyes to this border crisis, 
and the Senate must implement real, 
lasting solutions for the sake of mi-
grants, for the sake of legal immi-
grants, and for the sake of American 
citizens. 

As I have said before, we are a nation 
of immigrants, but we are also a nation 
of laws. Failure to enforce them 
doesn’t help anyone. Well, it doesn’t 
help anyone except predators looking 
for a chance to manipulate the chaos. 
Security will benefit those on both 
sides of our border. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
REMEMBERING SERVICE DOG KAYA 

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, as some 
of my colleagues may know, we re-
cently lost Kaya, a very special service 
dog that was a frequent visitor to the 
Senate. 

Kaya’s life was devoted to helping 
veterans with PTSD, and she quickly 
became an ambassador for veterans and 
service dogs everywhere. 

A few years ago, I ran into Kaya and 
her owner, Cole. Actually, I was walk-
ing down the street and at a street cor-
ner when we first met each other. As a 
dog lover myself, I stopped to say 
hello. After I learned about Cole’s serv-
ice history, I invited Cole and Kaya to 
a meeting in my office. At that meet-
ing, I learned something very impor-
tant—that the Department of Veterans 
Affairs does not cover the cost of serv-
ice animals for veterans with post- 
traumatic stress, which can cost up-
wards of tens of thousands of dollars. 

From the moment I met Kaya, I 
knew she was special. She was not just 
a service dog; she was the model of a 
service dog. She had a gentle nature, 
kind eyes, and a wagging tail. But I 
could say that about my two dogs, 
Mitch and Theo. I could even say that 
I am proud of the obedience training I 
have given them. But Kaya is different. 
She knew all the commands my dogs 
know, but she also knew how to be 
there for Cole without even a single 
command. And like so many other vet-
erans—service dogs are not just taught 
to sit and stay and fetch; they are 

taught to actually see what the vet-
eran is experiencing. They know when 
to go by that veteran’s side just to give 
them a source of calmness. They actu-
ally know how to wake up a veteran 
who may be in the middle of a night-
mare. They know when a veteran or a 
servicemember who is disabled needs 
something—they can point to it, and 
they will retrieve it. These are extraor-
dinary dogs, so you can understand 
why it may be expensive to get them 
up to that level. 

So few dogs are like Kaya. She was a 
special one. 

Cole and I, when we met, discussed 
approaches we could use to try to get 
funding for service dogs in the VA. It is 
one of the reasons why it culminated in 
what we call the PAWS for Veterans 
Therapy Act. I later introduced that 
bill in the Senate. The legislation es-
tablished a pilot program to provide 
canine training to eligible veterans di-
agnosed with PTSD. 

In addition to Kaya’s unwavering de-
votion that brought comfort and sup-
port—and dogs like her—to countless 
veterans, she also educated Congress 
and this country about the role dogs 
can play in helping veterans who are 
struggling with the invisible wounds of 
war. 

Because of Kaya’s effort—and I guess 
a little bit from Cole—we were able to 
pass the PAWS for Veterans Therapy 
Act, and it was signed into law in 2021. 
Now, thanks to Kaya, Cole, and organi-
zations like K9s for Warriors, veterans 
across the country are beginning to 
benefit from service dog programs that 
have a track record of reducing symp-
toms associated with PTSD. 

But I also have to say we have a lot 
of work to do. The PAWS Act was only 
the beginning of several steps we need 
to take to make these incredible ani-
mals available to more veterans be-
cause for every one who is being served 
today, there are dozens who are not. 
The nearly 17 veteran suicides this 
country experiences each and every 
day makes clear that the PAWS Act is 
only the beginning, it is not the end, 
and this is a step on a very long jour-
ney. 

We must work to ensure the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs is imple-
menting the PAWS Act as we intended 
by partnering with service dog organi-
zations to connect as many veterans as 
possible with canine training to im-
prove well-being and help veterans 
thrive. I have made it a top priority to 
do everything possible to combat vet-
eran suicide. 

This legislation is another tool in the 
toolbox for our men and women who 
have served. 

The passing of Kaya is a true loss. 
She was sick, and Cole had to make the 
appropriate but heartbreaking decision 
to release her from her misery. 

Cole, thank you for sharing Kaya 
with us. 

Kaya, thank you for bringing com-
fort, hope, and healing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip. 

TURKEY AND SYRIA 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 

two separate statements here. The first 
I would like to put on the record, just 
over a week ago, a devastating earth-
quake rocked southern Turkey and 
parts of Syria. The devastation and 
loss have been heartbreaking. 

I am glad that the Biden administra-
tion immediately offered American as-
sistance and our help to rescue and dis-
cover the victims and survivors. That 
is what powerful and confident nations 
do in times of need. 

Turkish people are resilient, and we 
will help them rebuild from this trag-
edy. 

UKRAINE 
Mr. President, on February 25, 1 year 

ago, award-winning Chicago Chef Tony 
Priolo woke up early to work out on 
his elliptical machine. He turned on his 
TV, and he couldn’t believe what he 
was seeing: bombs, gunfire, convoys of 
armored vehicles. Russia’s war on 
Ukraine had begun. 

Chef Priolo thought of a young 
Ukrainian woman who had worked for 
a summer in one of his restaurants and 
wondered whether she and her family 
were safe. He asked himself: What can 
I do? And then he had an idea. 

He contacted the Illinois Restaurant 
Association and 30 of his closest chef 
friends in the area and said: Let’s use 
our talents to feed people and to feed 
the people of Ukraine who have been 
forced from their homes by this ter-
rible war. 

Less than 3 weeks later, chefs rep-
resenting 70 restaurants around Chi-
cago dished out meals to a crowd of 
2,000 people at an event called Chicago 
Chefs Cook for Ukraine. They sold out 
a rather large venue known as Navy 
Pier in Chicago. 

They raised $650,000 in that one night 
and another $200,000 after. They do-
nated all of it to the World Central 
Kitchen, the nonprofit organization 
founded by Chef and noted humani-
tarian Jose Andres. I had a chance to 
meet Chef Andres just a few weeks be-
fore the start of the war in Ukraine. 

I love that man. He is always so full 
of ideas and hope and determination. 
The chef came to America from Spain 
when he was 21 years old, with nothing 
but a set of knives and 50 bucks. He is 
now an American citizen with an em-
pire of award-winning restaurants. 

Through his work with World Central 
Kitchen, which he founded in 2010, Jose 
Andres also has earned a reputation as 
the world’s leading ‘‘first responder for 
food.’’ 

Wherever disaster strikes, it seems 
the World Central Kitchen is there to 
feed hungry and displaced people, usu-
ally within 24 hours. For Chef Tony 
Priolo in Chicago, it wasn’t enough, 
though, simply to raise money for the 
World Central Kitchen, as noble as that 
effort is. 

After the success of Chicago Cooks 
for Ukraine, Tony tracked down his 
former employee on Instagram and 
asked: Are you OK? She replied: Not 
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